North Toronto Christian School

May 2022 NEWSLETTER
A Note from Mrs. Brouwer—Curriculum Review

Important dates

As part of our commitment to providing an excellent education for our students, we
routinely do curriculum reviews at the elementary level. Generally, we review two subjects each year to ensure that all aspects of the curriculum are being covered and to
maintain continuity from year to year. In response to our annual review and new curriculum recently introduced by the Ministry of Education for Grades 1-9, we will be making some changes to both the Mathematics and French programs for this upcoming
school year.

May 20

PD Day
(no school)

May 23

Victoria Day
[no school]

May 26

Drama Production

Though our teachers have currently been implementing the new math curriculum, we
have decided to purchase and use a new series of textbooks and workbooks called My
Math Path, by Nelson, in order to support them with the best resources possible. This
program aligns with the new math curriculum and has been named as the preferred math resource. My Math Path will be used in Grades 1-8 with the expectation
that Nelson will publish an updated Grade 9 math text in the near future.

June 1

Music and
Visual Arts Night

June 3

Fun Fair

Also making an appearance next year will be a revised French curriculum. Mme Chee,
with input from Mlle Starova and Mme Ouegnin, has worked this year to review our
current program and source the very best textbooks for Grades 1-12. We feel that the
new texts will support our students’ language development so that both oral and written
competencies are improved.

June 22

SK Graduation

June 24

Last school day
Grade 8 Grad

June 28

Grade 12 Grad

Mrs. N. Brouwer, Principal

June 13-23 Exams (Gr. 7-12)

Masking Mandate
We are pleased that we have seen our absentee rate decrease considerably over the last two weeks, and so we are able to
drop our mask mandate for Grades 1 to 12. Students are welcome to continue wearing masks, but they are no longer a
requirement at school.

Self-Screening
Due to the fact that Toronto Public Health does not require schools to track screening at the present time, you do NOT need
to screen using the Immunodex app any longer. We ask that all families continue to check for any signs of illness each
morning and keep children home who have one or more symptoms of any kind, even if they are mild.

Tuition Fees—2022-2023
A reminder that tuition fees for the coming 2022/2023 school year are payable starting July 1 st, 2022. If you are paying tuition through a monthly direct debit/pre-authorized withdrawal, the amount will automatically be updated to the new tuition fee
amount. The date (1st or 15th) and frequency will remain the same. If you have replied to our 'Intention to Return' email that
your child(ren) does not plan to return in September 2022, or if your child is graduating from Grade 12, your pre-authorized
withdrawals will be stopped once your tuition fees for the current school year have been paid in full.
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Camp Ke-Mon-Oya—Summer 2022
ONLINE REGISTRATION IS AVAILABLE AT
CAMPKEMONOYA.COM
Preparations are currently underway for another exciting summer camp program on Chandos Lake. We
are pleased to be able to resume our camp program once again! The camp brochure can be accessed
from the camp website http://www.campkemonoya.com/downloads/Brochure2022.pdf.
NTCS students thoroughly enjoy attending their outdoor education sessions in the fall and winter at
“Chandos”, however, many have never experienced camp in the summer. It is the BEST OF ALL!
Junior camp will run for two weeks starting Monday, July 11 th, for students entering grades 3-6 in September. Teen camp will operate
for three weeks, starting Monday, July 25 th, for students going into grades 7-10. As registrations are received on a first-come, firstserved basis, it is important that you submit your registration early for the week(s) you want in order to avoid the disappointment of
them being full later. Don’t miss out!

Extended Care Reminders
This is a reminder that students must be picked up no later than 4:30 p.m. Late fees will apply.
Please take your child promptly when you arrive after school. We continue to discourage visiting in the parking lot/gate area to avoid
congestion and adhere to public health guidelines. Please be EXTREMELY careful with your comings and goings on foot and by car
in the parking lot.
Please notify the office by email, note, or phone call if your elementary child is being picked up by another friend or family relative on
any given day or from time to time.

WATER FOR LIFE FUNDRAISER & NTCS GAMES
Following the remarkable success of the Thanksgiving Food Drive and "Coats & Notes" collection earlier this year, the Service and
Leadership Team (SaLT) is excited to now partner with Global Aid Network (GAiN - the humanitarian partner of Power to Change)
and their "Water for Life" initiative. Their mission is to provide 10 million people with access to safe water in 10 different countries by
2030. At the same time, 5,000 local churches will be engaged as the centre for community development. It is our hope that just like
the Samaritan woman we read about in the Bible, people will not only receive access to water from these wells, but encounter the
Living Water, Jesus Christ, by partnering with this great cause.
Will you join us in making this a reality? We encourage our entire school community to engage friends and family in this Spring fundraising effort to meet an essential need and offer eternal hope!
Full participation from our school community is our goal. We will collectively celebrate the proceeds raised with the return of a funfilled NTCS Games event on Thursday, May 19th! More details about that will be announced closer to the event date.
DONATE ONLINE!
Instead of collecting funds in-person, an online donation webpage has been created with GAiN to collect funds for this specific campaign. Access this link to give: https://give.globalaid.net/ntcs-water-for-life-fundraiser-pfx.cause. Alternatively, an e-transfer can be
sent to admin@ntcs.on.ca noting that the proceeds are for "Water for Life." For families with more than one child enrolled at NTCS,
the donation total will be split equally between the students' homerooms as we track the amount raised by each class. This fundraiser
will close on Thursday, May 19th. Please contact Mr. Brown at cbrown@ntcs.on.ca if you have any questions.
SaLT Committee
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From Mr. Brown in the Guidance Office
Summer School
The summer school programs (online and in-person) for most public school boards are already open for registration (eg. YRDSB),
and some (eg. TDSB) will open during the month of May. A July session (online or in-person) and August session (online) are offered
by most local school boards. The program includes courses in most subject areas in Grade 11 and 12 as well as Grade 10 Civics
and Career Studies. Please inform Mr. Brown of your summer school course enrollment so that your records are kept up-to-date, and
contact him for transcripts or other documentation that is required when registering for your courses. When you complete any summer school courses, make sure that an official copy of your final report card is delivered to Mr. Brown for filing in your OSR. Mr.
Brown can be reached at cbrown@ntcs.on.ca.

Graduation Requirements

May 31st, 2022 is the deadline for Grade 12 students to submit outside course report cards and community service hour documentation. Failure to submit documents by May 31 st could result in you not being able to participate in the graduation ceremony with your
class. Please let Mr. Brown know when you have finalized plans for next year and of any scholarships that you have been awarded.

Scholarships
Grade 12 students can continue to sign up and apply for a variety of scholarships at scholarshipscanada.com. This website will give
you information on a number of scholarships and awards to help cover the cost of post-secondary education.

Volunteer Opportunities
If you are still looking for volunteer opportunities, please check out http://www.volunteertoronto.ca/ for ways to earn hours over the
summer.
Mr. C. Brown, Head of Guidance

The New MCU (Monthly Chapel Update)
We have been very happy to be back to in-person worship times where teachers and students can enjoy praising God together in
song and study.

Primary Praise (JK – Grade 3):
Just before March Break, Mrs. Etinger led a time of learning about Jesus helping us to persevere through difficult times, and we had
an extremely fun Bible Character dress-up day and parade. Since the break, the students have been led in lessons from Mrs. Cooke
(flying the “flag” of the Fruit of the Spirit to show that Jesus is in us), Mrs. Valani (How Jesus’ death on the cross pays for our sin and
how we can be sanctified through a relationship with the resurrected Jesus), and Mr. Vant Erve (how the new life of the spring season
reminds us that we need to praise Jesus for his resurrection, just like the grass is!). Together with the Grade 4-6 classes, our primary
students had the pleasure of being the audience for the Elementary Choir’s Easter performance of “Hallelujah, What a Savior!” and a
scripture recitation by the Grade 3 class.

Mini-Chapel (Grades 4-6):
These classes have almost completed our study of “The Pilgrim’s Progress” video series. Christian has nearly reached the end of his
journey at the Celestial City, and the students have enjoyed learning about, and discussing together, the joys and difficulties of the
Christian life. These students have also been singing and moving along to some Praise & Worship videos or live music led by Mr.
Vant Erve and Mrs. Newsted.

Intermediate & Senior Chapel:
These students completed their study of the excellent “Case for Christ” video series in early March. The Grade 9-12 students experienced a whole Spiritual Emphasis Day (SED) of worship and workshops at the end of March, and this was followed up by the second
half of Mr. Collins’ “What is Faith?” talk at our March 30th Chapel time. On the same day, Mrs. Babler was able to share with the
Grade 7 and 8 students the very helpful “Mental Health Matters” workshop that she and Mr. Babler had prepared for the SED. On
April 6th, groups of students were led in an insightful reflection on “Science & Faith” by Mr. Judah Etinger. Our Easter chapel included the drama class’ stirring performance of “The Interrogation” (of the witnesses to Christ’s resurrection) and the Senior Vocal
Ensemble’s beautiful rendition of “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded”. Most recently, Alyssa Esparaz of Compassion Canada had us
thinking and talking about where our passions for Jesus and justice might intersect with the world’s great needs.
Mr. Vant Erve, Vice-Principal
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Service Project—Grade 12
The NTCS community had a successful food drive over the Thanksgiving period last year and donated
the collection to one of the busiest food banks in the city, Grace Place Food Bank. The food bank has
experienced growing needs in the community, especially during the pandemic, and is doing their best to
provide for the families and neighbours who come in. The Grade 12 class had an opportunity to experience what happens to all donations that are collected, as we spent a day volunteering at Grace Place
on Tuesday, April 26th. The students quickly learned how much work and help the program needs to
provide their service to the community.
Everyone was paired up and assigned to different tasks from the very minute we arrived to the very minute we had to leave. The students worked tirelessly and gladly to do their part moving and clearing the
boxes and crates, sorting and packaging the food items, and distributing over the pick-up stations. The
staff were grateful for our work there, as we were for the opportunity to serve. It was encouraging to witness how a body of Christ (the church) in a community, seeing the need, has responded as Christ has
commanded us to (Matthew 25:34-40). We hope more students in the future can participate in this program that keeps giving. If any high school students or families are looking for a place to volunteer and
serve, we highly recommend Grace Place.
Mr. M. Kim

Service Project—Grade 9
The Grade 9’s have been using their creative talents to fund-raise for Ukrainian refugees. The artistically gifted
have been drawing, the kinaesthetic have been making items, the business-minded have been selling things, the
musical have been lending their talents to make an album (available on request) and completing other small
tasks (like rick-rolling Mr. Hoover in real life). Donations are still steadily coming in, so we do not have an exact
amount yet, but we are praying our donations can help where there is currently such a great need. Thank you,
Grade 9’s, for your efforts!
Mr. Lau and Mrs. Stephen Singh

Grade 6 Field Trip to the Observatory
On Wednesday, April 27th, the grade six class visited the David Dunlap Observatory in
Richmond Hill. The students took part in a tour of the observatory and learned about the
history and the operation of the telescope. Students also met astronomers who shared
photos they have taken on major telescopes around the world. Our trip was a fitting conclusion to our recent space unit.
Ms. J. Whyte

Grade 12 HSB4U —NTCS Charity Raffle
In recognition of Covenant House’s 40th anniversary and their mission to rescue Toronto’s vulnerable, at-risk homeless teens, the
Grade 12 sociology class (HSB4U) is organizing a charity raffle to support this important Christian ministry. Students from Grades 7 to
12 are encouraged to participate by purchasing raffle tickets from May 11 th - 30th. The prize draw will be held on June 1st. Students
have the chance to win the following prizes: Amazon gift cards, a portable cooling fan, a Samsung tablet, an original painting (by
Grade 12 art student, Grace Zhang), and an Epiphone acoustic guitar (from Mr. Collins’ guitar collection).
Raffle tickets will be sold outside the café area during the senior and junior lunch times for $5.00 each or $10.00 for 3 tickets. More
information will be coming in the daily homeroom announcements.
Mr. M. Collins
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Willa Wonkie and the College Tour
(Chocolate Not Included)
Thursday, May 26th, 2022
7:00 p.m.
The NTCS High School Drama team will present the funny and heart-warming comedy
by E.S. Follen
Used by Permission from Playscripts
1 show only with limited seating available!
Tickets only $5!
Tickets available in the office starting May 3rd

Music and Visual Arts Night
Wednesday, June 1st, 2022
7:00 p.m—8:00 p.m.
NTCS track area
Grades 9 to 12 instrumental ensemble
High School vocal ensemble
Art presentations by senior art students

NTCS FLAMES—Badminton
Grades 9-12—Badminton
On April 13th, the NTCS Flames went to Oakville Christian School to compete in a Christian school badminton tournament. With limited practice time and many first time badminton players, the team went in unsure of what to expect from the competition. The boys
and girls doubles teams fought hard all day but fell short of reaching the medals. In the singles category however, Brighton Wu and
Rebecca Goh each won gold medals in their categories. Congratulations to the team for their competitive spirit all day.
Team members included: Grade 7: Clara Burry, Charis Kwok, Ella Watson, Brighton Wu, Austin Zhang; Grade 8: Ivan Chan,
Doris Chen, Rebecca Goh, Lee Jasper, Mars Sun, James Wong.
Coach: Mr. A. Hoover
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NTCS

FUN FAIR—Friday, June 3rd

255 Yorkland Blvd
Toronto, ON
M2J 1S3
416 491 7667
www.ntcs.on.ca
Mrs. Nicole Brouwer
Principal
nbrouwer@ntcs.on.ca
Mr. David Vant Erve
Vice Principal
dvanterve@ntcs.on.ca
Mr. Gordon Cooke
Administrator/Treasurer
gcooke@ntcs.on.ca

Volunteers Needed!
Fun Fair is an exciting annual event for our elementary students. Details of the day will be going
home with your child in the next few weeks. To make this day a success, we need the help of parents to sell food, help with events, and barbecue. Please fill out and submit the Google form available here if you are able to assist us. We appreciate the many parents who help to make this a
memorable day for the students.
It is not too early to start thinking about items you can contribute to the White Elephant Table. We will gladly accept any appropriate, and in good condition, games,
used books, toys, jewelry, and stuffed animals that you would care to donate. You
may bring these items to the EAST door starting Monday, May 30 th.
Look for more information in the weeks to come!

Summer 2022 ESL Credit Courses
It is the purpose of
NTCS to provide a
sound academic
education integrated with a
Christian view of
God and the world.

For behold, the winter is
past; the rain is over and
gone. The flowers appear
on the earth, the time of
singing has come, and the
voice of the turtledove is
heard in our land.
Song of Solomon 2: 11-12

This summer, NTCS will offer English as a Second Language credit courses during the month of
August 2022 (grades 9-12). These English courses (ESLC, ESLD and ESLE) are designed for students whose first language is not English and will include 110 hours of classroom instruction.
The courses will satisfy Ontario Ministry of Education credit requirements that can be used to count
toward the 30 credits students need to complete in order to receive their Ontario Secondary School
Diploma (OSSD). The class will run from Tuesday, August 2 th to Thursday, August 25th from 8:45
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. daily. The cost is $1050.00.

NTCS Calendar 2021-2022 (major dates)
May

20

May

23

June
June
June
June
June

10
13-23
24
24
28

PD Day
(no school)
Victoria Day
(no school)
Last day of classes (Gr. 7-12)
Exams (Gr. 7-12)
Last day of school (JK-6)
Grade 8 Graduation
Grade 12 Graduation

Newsletter
The next newsletter will be sent via email on June 1st, 2022.
The newsletter and other information can be found on our website at www.ntcs.on.ca. Be sure to
keep up-to-date by reading the monthly newsletter and the emails that come to you from the school.
If your email has changed or you are not receiving the newsletter and other correspondence, please
call the school office.

