North Toronto Christian School

FEBRUARY 2022 NEWSLETTER
Reminders!
Screening—Screening for symptoms of Covid-19 must continue to be done
through the NTCS Immunodex screening app BEFORE each child may enter the
school building each day. We ask that all families continue to watch for symptoms and keep children home who have one or more symptoms as outlined in the
NTCS News #9 that was sent out on January 13th. This continues to be one of
the compulsory requirements for schools given by the Ontario government and
the Toronto Public Health (TPH) authorities. Students who do not screen for
the day will be sent home.
Please remember to send the Attestation Form to office@ntcs.on.ca when your
child returns to school after being home for more than two days. The form can be
found in the “Downloads” section of our website.

Upcoming Events
February 4

Term 1 reports
(Gr. 7-12)

February 18

PD Day
(No school)

February 21

Family Day
(No school)

March 4

Report Cards
(JK-Grade 6)

March 11-21
(inclusive)

March Break
(No school)

April 15-18

Good Friday/
Easter Monday
(No school)

Student Vaccinations—STUDENTS ARE NOT REQUIRED TO BE VACCINATED TO ATTEND NTCS. However, Toronto Public Health authorities are
requiring that all students in Grades 7 to 12 disclose their vaccination status to
their school administration. This requirement will support case and contact management and enable schools to identify exposed close contacts and ensure that
they self-isolate if they are not fully vaccinated.
If your child is in Grades 7 to 12, please use the link provided here to report their
vaccination status. This information will be kept confidential and seen by school
administration only.

Donations – NTCS
Thank you to all parents and guardians who generously made cash donations to the school over the recent Christmas
season. It is encouraging to see the ongoing support of those of you able to make additional financial contributions to the
work of the school, beyond what we ask in tuition and other fees. Income tax receipts for 2021 donations, tuition, and extended care were recently emailed to all school families. Please be sure to check your inbox for these documents.

Report Cards (Grades 7-12)
Report cards will be emailed to junior high and high school families on Friday, February 4 th. The report covers the first term
evaluation period from September 7th, 2021 to January 21st, 2022. If you have any questions or concerns about the report
card, please do not hesitate to contact the teacher through email.
Elementary (JK-Grade 6) term two report cards will be distributed on Friday, March 4 th, 2022.

Registration 2022-2023
If you have younger children ready for school next year, please register them soon as we are accepting applicants for the
coming school year now. Application forms can be found on our website under “Downloads”.
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Staff Changes
As we move into a new year, we want to welcome a new staff member, Mr. Steven Hopkins, who has recently stepped into the
Grade 5 teaching position for the remainder of the school year. Mr. Hopkins has ten years of experience teaching at the intermediate
level, with areas of focus in math, special education, and physical education. He has earned a Diploma in Business Administration
and Accounting from Seneca College, a Bachelor’s degree of Sports Management from Brock University, and a Bachelor of Education degree from Trent University. He is certified with the Ontario College of Teachers.
Ms. Yeung has decided to take an occasional teaching position with the Toronto District School Board. We wish her all the best, and
we thank her for her service as the Grade 5 teacher for the past five years.
We also welcome back Mrs. Elizabeth Corbett, who has been on maternity leave since last January. She will be teaching the Grade
7 social studies, Grade 8 English, Grade 10 history and Grade 9/10 drama classes.

Tuition Rates 2022-2023
The following are the tuition rates for the academic school year 2022/2023 set at the recent Board of Directors meeting.
One child:

$11472 or $ 956/month (an increase of $ 360/year or $30/month)

Two children:

$18360 or $1530/month (an increase of $ 576/year or $48/month)

Three children:

$22944 or $1912/month (an increase of $ 720/year or $60/month)

Four children:

$23952 or $1996/month (an increase of $ 720/year or $60/month)

International student rate: $17360 (an increase of $540 or 3.2%)
These changes represent a general increase of 3.2%.
Do you know of family and friends who may be interested in sending their children to NTCS in September of 2022? Unfortunately, we
will not be able to host our traditional February Open House as we have in the past, however, we have been connecting with individuals and families who are looking for a Christian education for their children. This year, it may be even more important for us to spread
the word about NTCS through our personal networks of people. Please feel free to direct those you know to our school website, or
they can contact the school office by phone or email.

From the Guidance Office…
Term 1 report cards for Grade 7-12 students will be sent to families by email on February 4th. The deadline for Grade 11 and 12
students to drop a course and have it NOT appear on their transcript is Friday, February 11 th. Drop course forms can be requested
from Mr. Brown at cbrown@ntcs.on.ca and must be returned and approved before a student can stop attending the class. Please
note that a student must take a minimum of 6 courses in Grade 11 and 5 courses in Grade 12 to continue their studies at NTCS.
Keep checking your OUAC, OCAS and specific university or college student accounts to stay informed about any outstanding
requirements or notices of acceptance.
Congratulations to our students who have already received acceptance letters for the programs to which they applied based on their
academic achievement in Grade 11! I trust that we will continue to be made aware of more great news as the universities and
colleges process the remaining applications in the coming months.
Mr. Brown, Head of Guidance
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The New MCU (Monthly Chapel Update)
The New Year has brought some significant challenges for our chapel times, with public health restrictions preventing multi-grade, inperson assemblies. However, NTCS teachers and staff have worked together diligently to ensure that the spiritual growth of our students goes on, even when we are unable to meet together in the same room for communal worship and reflection.
Primary Praise
Teachers are sharing energetic Praise & Worship videos in their classrooms, with singing and movement encouraged. Mr. Vant Erve
dropped in on a Google Meet in each class during the early January period of online learning for a reading of “The Story of God With
Us” and is looking forward to visiting each class in-person in the coming weeks for further opportunities to share in this way.
Junior Mini-Chapel
We have continued our journey along with Christian in “The Pilgrim’s Progress” video series. We have learned together about many
of the steps to salvation, and about how to avoid some of the potential pitfalls along the way. Classes have used Google Meet,
whether online or in-person, to join together to discuss the video series and to share in some Praise & Worship videos and times of
prayer.
Intermediate & Senior Chapel
Through virtual Google Meets, these student groups are investigating some of the historical evidence that supports the Christian faith,
in a study of Lee Strobel’s “The Case for Christ” video series. The NTCS Chaplaincy Team has created new (Google) Chapel Classrooms for Grades 7-8 and 9-12 students where they may share prayer requests and/or praise reports, check out salvation messages
and personal testimonies, and ask or discuss questions raised by the study. The student worship teams, led by Mr. Lau, are adeptly
leading us in worship “live from the track” through the magic of video until we are able to resume meeting together for in-person assemblies.
Mr. Vant Erve

Extended Care Invoices
Due to the reduced number of days in the school building during January, extended care invoices will not be sent out this month.
January charges will be added to the February invoices.

PD Day/Family Day
Please note that there will be a PD (professional development) day on Friday, February 18 th. The statutory Family Day holiday is on
Monday, February 21st. NTCS will be closed on both days.

Winter Weather Policy
The winter months are still with us, as is the potential for more snow and extreme cold, slippery roads, and greater
traffic congestion.
Very wintry days often result in many students arriving late. Please remember to take the weather into consideration when dropping off your child(ren) in the morning and/or picking them up in the evening. Leaving earlier from home in the morning
or from work, if possible, in the evening is helpful to avoid unnecessary traffic problems and to avoid late pick-up charges if your child
(ren) are in extended care. Also, it is essential to have a back-up plan in place in the event that it is impossible for you to pick up your
child(ren) on any given day due to major winter delays.
Our school policy is to remain open on all school days no matter what the weather (unless, of course, the whole city is closed down).
However, you must decide for your own family whether it is safe and whether it makes sense to send or take your child(ren) to school
on any specific day. On very bad weather days, when many schools within the city limits are closed, students will not be penalized
for an absence.
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Elementary Cold Weather Policy
Our primary concern is always for the safety of our students. We will only take the children outside when it is safe to do so. The
guidelines established are that when the combined temperature and wind chill are -28C or lower, the students will remain indoors due
to the risk of frostbite. When temperatures with the wind chill factor are between -20C and -28C, we will shorten recesses to approximately 10 minutes depending on the local conditions, such as if it is sunny, windy, or currently snowing. The teachers on yard duty
have also been instructed to use their discretion and to shorten recess to ensure student safety and welfare when necessary. At temperatures above -20C, students will go out for regular recess.
It is important that parents send their child(ren) with clothing that allows them to participate in outdoor activities every day during the
winter months. Please note that students will be playing outside during extended care and before and after school, so it is essential
that extra clothing be packed, especially items like mitts, socks, and pants. On extremely cold days, students in extended care will
wait in the track area until they are picked up.
If you feel your child is not well enough to participate in recess due to recent illness or not feeling well, then it would be wise to keep
them at home until they are able to participate fully in all aspects of the school program. Proper supervision of the children becomes
difficult when students are not able to go outside.

Service Project—Grade 2
During December, the Grade two class was excited to sponsor a Christmas party for a group of children in Paranaque, the Philippines, for their service project this school year. These children were involved with The El Dorado Kids Ministry that was started about
four years ago by an individual, Mr. Ray Chua, a contact of Mrs. Lew-Ong’s sister who lives in the Philippines. Seeking to help children experiencing poverty in nearby areas, Mr. Chua organizes a weekly meal program for them on his property, in his garage and
gardens. The number of children has grown from about 30 to 114. The children also benefit from Bible studies each week, and a few
of their parents have started to join as well. Presently, there is a Nigerian pastor and a local individual helping with the Bible studies.
Every year, this group of children enjoy an annual Christmas party, usually with food, games, and gifts. The grade two class, including their parents, contributed donations that provided Jollibee meal packs for the children for their Christmas celebration (Jollibee is
similar to McDonalds here but with a local Filipino flavour). Christmas dessert was also included, and surplus donations were used to
purchase necessities for the children and their families such as slippers, toothbrushes and toothpaste, masks, and other food items.
The grade two students were happy to receive many pictures of the Christmas celebration, as well as a video from one of the organizers expressing their appreciation for the donations. Mrs. Lew-Ong expresses her gratitude to her students and their parents for their
enthusiastic support of this project!
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Service Project—JK, SK, Grade 1
The primary classes worked hard to make over 100 beautiful Christmas cards for the residents at Revera Main Street Terrace Long
Term Care Home, located here in Toronto. Students wrote personalized messages expressing Christmas joy and God's love. These
cards were distributed to residents during their annual Christmas banquet. A comment from the resident services coordinator was as
follows:
"Thank you for the cards; the residents will love them. We are putting them inside their stockings that they will get at the parties this
week. We have a stocking for every resident. They also get a gift on Christmas morning. All the gifts and stockings have been donated through some amazing community friends. The cards really show the residents that everyone cares; thank you so much."

Service Project—Grade 10
For their service project this year, the grade 10 students assembled “personal care kits”, which were then delivered to a location for
distribution to clients who are being helped and supported by LOFT services. These kits included mostly basic need items like toiletries. A few grocery kits and a variety of gift cards were also donated.
“LOFT Community Services is one of the largest specialized mental health service, personal care, and dementia providers in Ontario
and a substantial supportive housing provider in central Ontario.” These services help youth, adults and seniors who face complex
mental and physical health challenges, addiction issues and homelessness. The mission of LOFT, which stands for Leap of Faith
Together, is to “help people achieve their optimal health and well-being in the community.” A representative of this organization expressed how “extremely grateful and delighted” they were to receive the students’ donations in time for Christmas and the holidays.
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NTCS

High School Course Selections—2022/2023

255 Yorkland Blvd.
Toronto, ON
M2J 1S3
416 491 7667
www.ntcs.on.ca

We will be sending students a link, through their NTCS email accounts, to access Course Selection
Sheets just before March Break. On those sheets, you will notice the addition of some new elective
courses. We want to determine student interest in these courses before we decide to officially offer
them. We are considering Grade 12 Earth and Space Science (open to Grade 11 and 12 students)
and Grade 11 Drama. You can find the course descriptions and pre-requisites for these courses at
the following link: http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/secondary/grades.html and search for
the title of the course.

Mrs. Nicole Brouwer
Principal
nbrouwer@ntcs.on.ca
Mr. David Vant Erve
Vice Principal
dvanterve@ntcs.on.ca
Mr. Gordon Cooke
Administrator/Treasurer
gcooke@ntcs.on.ca

Exam Schedule (Grades 7-12)
Since the writing of exams is in itself a valuable skill to be mastered, particularly for the university
bound student, the policy of NTCS is that there are no exemptions from final exams for any student.
The exam schedule has been recently posted in the “Downloads” section of the NTCS website and
in the “Daily Announcements” Google Classroom.
Students are expected to arrange their end-of-year schedules accordingly so that they are physically present to write their final exams at the designated times.

It is the purpose of
NTCS to provide a
sound academic
education integrated with a
Christian view of
God and the world.

NTCS Calendar 2021-2022 (major dates)
“Love bears all things,
believes all things,
hopes all things,
endures all things.
Love never ends.”
Corinthians 13: 7-8a

Feb
Feb
March
April
May
May
June
June

18
21
11-21
15-18
20
23
13-23
24

PD Day
Family Day (no school)
March Break
Good Friday/Easter Monday (no school)
PD Day
Victoria Day
Exams (gr. 7-12)
Last day of school

Newsletter
The next newsletter will be sent via email on March 1, 2022.
The newsletter and other information can be found on our website at www.ntcs.on.ca. Be sure to
keep up-to-date by reading the monthly newsletter and the emails that come to you from the school.
If your email has changed or you are not receiving the newsletter and other correspondence, please
call the school office.

