North Toronto Christian School

NOVEMBER 2021 NEWSLETTER

Remembrance Day

Thursday, November 11th
Poppies will be available in the school office for a small donation.
All students, both in the elementary and high school grades, will be joining together for a Remembrance Day virtual chapel on Thursday, November 11th, starting at 10:40 a.m.

Upcoming Events
Interim Reports Gr. 7-12

Nov 12

Term 1 Reports JK-Gr. 6

Nov 19

Parent/Teacher
Interviews (all grades)

Nov 24, 25

PD Day (no school)

Nov 26

Christmas Break

Dec 20-31

Report Cards & Parent/Teacher Interviews
This term, grade 7 to 12 Interim reports will be emailed to you in the afternoon of Friday, November 12th. JK to grade 6
reports will be emailed a week later, on Friday, November 19th.
Parent/teacher interviews will be over Google Meets this year. Interviews will be held on Wednesday, November 24th and
Thursday, November 25th, from 4:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. As in the past, all interviews will be scheduled online at
www.schoolinterviews.ca.
Details for making your interview bookings will be emailed to all parents on Friday, November 12th. Bookings will open on
Friday, November 12th at 4:00 p.m. If you have difficulty booking a time, please contact the school office and we will assist you. Interviews are strictly 10 minutes, and spaces are limited. We encourage you to focus your attention on the
teachers of your child’s core subjects, or those subjects which your child is finding challenging, especially if the teacher has
requested an interview. In the elementary division, you should plan to meet with your child’s homeroom teacher.
Please be sure to take advantage of this opportunity to meet with your child’s teacher(s).
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Thanksgiving Food Drive
Thank you to the entire NTCS community for your generous participation in our recent Thanksgiving Food Drive. Your donations of
canned goods and non-perishable items were greatly appreciated by the Grace Place Food Bank. They will be able to assist many
more families as a result of your involvement.
Our school-wide goal of 30,000 points was exceeded with a whopping total of
50,440 points! Congratulations to the grade 2 class who led the way in our
primary/junior division, contributing 284 points per student! In the high school
division, the grade 12 class finished in first place with 533 points per student!
Please pray for Grace Place and the families who will be on the receiving end
of our food drive collection. We encourage you to continue to be sensitive to
the needs of those around you and remember to live out the words of Colossians 3:12 "Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe
yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience."
SaLT (Salt and Leadership Team)

Bible-Based Streaming Video Resources for NTCS Families
We are excited to share that NTCS now has unlimited access to RightNow Media — the world’s largest streaming library of video Bible study resources (it’s been called the “Netflix of Bible studies”). This extensive library has more than 20,000 professionally produced videos, many of which include interactive discussion guides. NTCS teachers are making use of this resource for homeroom
devotions, Bible classes, and Chapel times at all grade levels.
Follow this link to a video showcasing the features of RightNow Media.
We are happy to share this access as a gift to our high school students and all families connected with NTCS. In addition to Bible
study series, RightNow Media has videos on a variety of topics like marriage, parenting, personal finances, mental health, and more.
There is even a library just for kids with over 2,000 safe, uplifting, and entertaining videos. RightNow Media has a free app that is
available on all major streaming devices so you and your family can access content anytime, anywhere.
An email invitation will be sent on Tuesday, November 2 nd, with the option to accept this gift of free access to RightNow Media. (Be
sure to check your spam or promotions folder if you do not see it.) To get started, simply click the link in the email, create your free
account, and start browsing. You will never be asked to pay for this service, and your account will never expire, even when your children are no longer students of NTCS. We pray that RightNow Media will be a blessing to you, your family, and our students!
Mr. D. Vant Erve, Vice-Principal

NTCS Board of Directors
We are pleased to announce the appointment of Mrs. Rachel Goligher to serve on the school’s Board of Directors, effective immediately. Mrs. Goligher, and her husband Ewan, are the parents of Jacquelyne in grade 10, Shannon in grade 8, Ian in Grade 5, an d
Ewan in JK. They have been part of the NTCS community for three years. We want to express our thanks to Mrs. Goligher for her
willingness to serve in this way, and we look forward to her contributions to the governance of NTCS in the coming days. Mrs.
Goligher can be reached at rgoligher@ntcs.on.ca. The names and contact details for all NTCS Board members are posted on the
NTCS website.

Lost and Found
Please ensure that you LABEL your child’s gym uniform items, school uniform items, jackets and outdoor clothing, footwear, water
bottles, lunch pails, backpacks and school textbooks. Items are being picked up daily and put in lost and found areas. You can avoid
having to replace these items by making sure your child’s name or initials and grade are on them. We will return any lost items that
can be identified to your child.
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The New MCU (Monthly Chapel Update)
Primary Praise!
We’ve been lifting up the name of Jesus through energetic worship times. Mrs. Lew-Ong’s class prepared a beautiful recitation of
Psalm 100 to go along with the Thanksgiving skits presented by the high school drama class. Short lessons from Mrs. Cooke, Mrs.
Valani, and Mr. Vant Erve have focused on different aspects of the year’s John 8:31-32 theme (“Hold on to Jesus!”), helping the students to learn about God’s love, who Jesus is, and why we should follow his teachings.

Junior Mini-Chapel:
Times of energetic worship have been enjoyed along with important times of reflection. We were also blessed to enjoy the Tha nksgiving skits prepared by the high school drama class. Mrs. Seenaraine reminded us about forgiveness, reconciliation, and atonement
in light of the memorials we observed on September 30. Ms. Yeung kicked off our journey through a video adaptation of the classic
allegory, The Pilgrim’s Progress, which will continue throughout the year. And with the Luke 5 story of Jesus calling his first disciples,
Mr. Vant Erve challenged us to begin considering what it means to be a disciple of Jesus.

Intermediate & Senior Chapel:
After the first chapel of the year, in which the newly formed Chaplaincy Team Singers (CTS) kicked things off, our worship times have
been led by Mr. Lau’s junior and senior worship bands, which we’re excited to see expanding in size and instrumentation. We were
led by the grade 12 world issues class through a stirring and meaningful reflection on Truth and Reconciliation. In the following session, we were joined by Tom Scott from the Canadian Institute of Linguistics, and learned about some of the successes and challenges associated with translating the Bible into Indigenous languages. Most recently, Michael Da Silva challenged us with the idea
that Jesus’ parable about the building plans of the wise and foolish men is a conclusion to the Sermon on the Mount, and though on
its own it may seem to address the foundational aspects of salvation, considered in this way it teaches us about how to live out a
“career” as a disciple – or apprentice – of Jesus.
Mr. D. Vant Erve

Piano Recital
It was with great enthusiasm that the piano students of Mrs. Judy McKinnon performed at their long overdue piano recital during the
evening of October 20th. Many of these students had persevered through virtual lessons for the past year and a half, so it was especially meaningful for them to have this opportunity to perform in person for their parents. The evening included three separate recitals
where students played either one or two pieces. Mrs. McKinnon was extremely proud of all her students! The participants were as
below:
Group 1 (front left to right): Jocelyne Tang, Melody Weng, Nicholas Tang, Miyuki Chau, Nozomi Chau, Gabriella Rajiv, Halina
Tung; (back left to right): Pierce Wong, Abigail Valani, Mavis Weng, Adam Valani, Hadassah Tung, Mrs. McKinnon
Group 2 (front left to right): Alena Wang, Luke Yeo, Terrell Lam, Seraphina Guirguis, Carrie Chan, Audrey Rofaiel; (back left to
right): Mrs. McKinnon, Nikolas Kaounis, Alessia Kaounis, Grace Zhang, Kelly Hsu, Eunice Deng
Group 3 (back left to right): Gloria-Marie Salama, Sarah Zhou, Grace-Marie Salama, Joy-Marie Salama, Alyssa Lee, Ethan Berhardt, Jeffrey Jun, Samuel Barradas-Villegas, Eliana Co; front: Theodore Salama, Mrs. McKinnon
Group 1

Group 2

Group 3
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GUIDANCE NEWS
OUAC/OCAS
All information for our grade 12 students has been uploaded to OUAC and OCAS. Students in grade 12 have received a tutorial in
the computer lab on November 1st leading them through the application setup process online. This means that students are able to
work on selecting and submitting their university and college applications. The equal consideration deadline for Ontario university
applications is January 13th, 2022, and the college application deadline is February 1 st, 2022. In addition, students are reminded to
pay attention to deadlines for scholarships as these may be different from OUAC and OCAS deadlines for applications, depending on
the program and institution. Students applying to colleges and universities outside of Ontario are responsible for informing Mr. Brown
of any records that need to be transmitted to the institution from NTCS.
Students and parents who have questions or concerns may contact Mr. Brown, Guidance Head, at cbrown@ntcs.on.ca.

Art Gallery of Ontario
Our grade 11 and 12 art students recently had the opportunity to visit the AGO
(Art Gallery of Ontario) in downtown Toronto. The exhibitions taking place
included Picasso: Painting the Blue Period, a collection of modern art, and
Andy Warhol, a collection of contemporary art. The purpose of this trip was to
examine the various artistic characteristics of the works of these great artists.
For their next art class project, the students will choose one of the paintings
they saw and seek to apply some of its features, like colour and patterns, to
their project.
Ms. H. Kim

Fifth Grade Field Trip to Crawford Lake Conservation Area
The fifth grade class enjoyed a trip to Halton, in late October, to Crawford
Lake Conservation Area. The students spent the day learning about the heritage of the Haudenosaunee people and exploring a reconstructed longhouse.
Inside the longhouse, they had the opportunity to see and touch many artifacts and even start a fire. The students had a wonderful time outdoors, playing lacrosse with their friends and learning that the Haudenosaunee people
often resolved conflict by playing this game!
Later in the afternoon, the sun finally peeked out from behind the clouds, and
the students were able to enjoy a hike around Crawford Lake. They saw
many beautifully carved wooden statues on the trail as well. It was definitely
a fun-filled and memorable field trip for the students!
Ms. V. Yeung

Reminders about Safe Health Practices at School
Thank you to students, parents and staff for all your efforts each day to keep NTCS a safe and comfortable environment. Please remember the following:
 Complete the self screening questions for virus symptoms EACH DAY, using the NTCS app, before your child comes to school,
so that we have the required documentation for Toronto Public Health.
 Keep your child home from school if they have any symptoms of sickness.
 Remember to complete the Back to School—Attestation Form (on our website under “Downloads”) if your child is home for two
or more days. A COVID test or confirmation from a health care provider that your child is well enough to return to school is
required.
 Please send your child with extra masks, especially now that the weather is colder.
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School Clubs
Science Club
The high school science club is starting again at NTCS! Want to try a cool chemical reaction? Perform a dissection? Test forces and
motion? The science club will be offering extracurricular science experiments for interested students in grades 9-12. Participants will
perform experiments related to various aspects of chemistry, biology, and physics. Activities will be led by Mr. Babler and a team of
grade 12 student leaders approximately once per month. Students must individually sign up to participate in each session. Stay
tuned to the “Daily Announcements” to hear when the first experiment will be run! Mr. Babler is the teacher supervisor.

Card-Making Club
Card club is offered to students in grades 4-6 and is held during a recess, up to four times during the year, usually before special holidays. It is an enjoyable time of creating a unique, handmade card to give to a family member or special friend. Students will be informed when the first card club session will take place in a few weeks. Mrs. Cooke, Mrs. Lew-Ong, Ms. Roeleveld, and Ms. Whyte
are the teacher supervisors.

Fitness Club
It has been so much fun to host a weekly Fitness Club, since October, for motivated high school students. This club is not about elite
athletes and those who are in fantastic shape but more about working to be the best they can be. Every workout we do can be
adapted to meet anyone's fitness level. For those who wish to join the action, updates can be found in the “Daily Announcements”,
and signup sheets are posted at the end of each month. We are looking forward to motivating each other to strive for our personal
best and goals! The fitness club coaches are Mrs. Cottrill and Mrs. Tse.

REACH
Schoolreach, or just "REACH", is a fast-paced trivia quiz game where teams of four students are pitted against each other and challenged to answer questions in any and every category of knowledge. REACH team members will participate in practice games
against each other throughout the school year, in hopes of competing against teams from other schools in the new year. Practices
usually involve lots of laughter and some frustrated groans of "I should have known that!" or "Why would anybody actually know
that?!". If you know Babe Ruth batted 0.356 in his 60-home-run season, or that Wawa, Ontario is the home of the world's largest
goose, or that the previous sentence concludes with what is called an “interrobang”, REACH just might be for you! Ms. Brooks and
Mr. Vant Erve are the REACH supervisors.

Strategy Club
Strategy club is back after a year off. This started as a chess club but became a club open to all games that require deep t hinking,
strategy and tactics, for example, Loot, Battleship and Abalone. The club meets Wednesdays after school and is coached by Mr.
Hoover.

Swim Club
We are excited to begin swim club for students in grades 5 to 12, on designated days, from 3:45 p.m. to 4:15 p.m. A swim test is
mandatory to determine participation in the club. Swimmers are expected to swim continuously for 30 minutes, with minimal breaks.
Swim club will be offered to grade 10-12 students on Tuesday afternoons, grade 5 and 6 students on Wednesday afternoons, and to
grade 7-9 students on Thursday afternoons. Swim club will run until the Christmas break. The swim coaches are Mrs. Cooke, Mr.
Hoover, and Ms. Leung.

Junior Writing Club
Our Junior Torch Team, supervised by Ms. Yeung, is made up of enthusiastic, creative writers from grades five and six! These journalists will be actively reporting on elementary school activities and including their writing pieces in our school’s Torch publication!
Look out for their special additions! Club members include: Carrie Chan, Hannah Choy, Aksha Joel, Cathryn Kwok, Audrey Rofaiel, Michael Sawires, Adam Valani, and Emily Wan.
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NTCS FLAMES—Ultimate Frisbee
Ultimate Frisbee
On October 13th, the NTCS Flames participated in their first sports tournament in nearly a year and a half. The ultimate frisbee team
had a very successful day going 3-0-1 and winning the SSAF (Small Schools Athletic Federation) championship! The Flames won
the first game against the host school (UTS Blue) 5-4 before playing UTS White to a 5-5 tie. This did not discourage the team, however, as they played a great semi-final game winning 6-3. This was followed by their best game of the tournament in the finals winning 7-2 against the team that they had previously tied.
The team consisted of Ildi Angjeli, Ivan Chan, Caleb Cheng, Lee Jasper, Tommy Ong-Walters, Gloria Salama, Amayah Selvaratnam, Makaila Shenouda, Mars Sun, James Wong, Brighton Wu, Isaac Wu, and Austin Zhang. Congratulations to everyone
for their hard work!
Mr. A. Hoover, Coach

NTCS FLAMES—Cross-Country
TDCAA CROSS-COUNTRY CHAMPIONSHIP RACES
On Tuesday, October 19th, the NTCS high school cross-country team finished the season at the Boyd Conservation Area in
Vaughan. Cold, pre-winter winds in the morning gave way to warm, fall temperatures and a beautiful sunny day. A smooth, flat,
grassy course led to a wooded trail along a scenic river.
Results were as follows:
Senior Girls

6000 m

Denise Chan
Cynthia Lem
Natalie Pak
Senior Boys

6000 m

Eugene Li
Raphael Pinto
Paolo Ciamei
Terrence Chan
Andrew Burry
Matthew Koo

65 runners from 7 teams
30:41
36:55
36:58
98 runners from 11 teams
28:56
29:00
30:10
30:11
30:40
33:50

The nervousness of being back in competition for the first time in two years gave way to oxygen deprivation, lung cramps, and sore
shins. Despite this, all the NTCS runners finished what they started and pushed themselves to new limits. Congratulations on excellent effort and determination.

Virtual Cross–Country Meet
In early November, interested students in grades 1 to 8 will be participating in a virtual cross-country meet with other schools who are
part of the Private School Athletic Association. The virtual race distances vary depending on grade, and they range from 750 m in
grade 1 to 2.5 km in grade 8. The runners’ times will be sent to the event convener who will determine the placement of all the participants from the various schools, in each grade category. Be sure to check the December newsletter for the results!
Mrs. J. Cottrill, Coach

Page 7

NTCS

Intramurals

255 Yorkland Blvd
Toronto, ON
M2J 1S3
416 491 7667
www.ntcs.on.ca

Spikeball is a new sport that has been introduced in our athletics program this year. Recently,
spikeball intramurals have been in session for the grade 7-9s and 10-12s. There are six teams in
the junior division and eight teams in the senior division. Each team consists of two players. The
game is played 2 vs 2, with a taut hula hoop sized Spikeball net placed between the teams. Playoffs will take place during lunch in the coming weeks.
Table tennis intramurals will begin later this month.

Mrs. N. Brouwer
Principal
nbrouwer@ntcs.on.ca
Mr. D. Vant Erve
Vice Principal
dvanterve@ntcs.on.ca
Mr. Gordon Cooke
Administrator/Treasurer
gcooke@ntcs.on.ca

It is the purpose of
NTCS to provide a
sound academic
education integrated with a
Christian view of
God and the world.

“While the earth remains, seedtime and
harvest, cold and
heat, summer and
winter, day and night,
shall not cease.”
Genesis 8:22

Colder Weather
Parents, please help ensure that your child is dressed appropriately for the colder weather that is
starting to come upon us. We will be continuing with outside activities, even during cold conditions, to give students a break from wearing masks.
Hats and mitts are essential items to have available at school as the temperature can change
throughout the day. Also, please make sure your child wears a suitable coat/jacket to school each
day to ensure they are warm enough during recesses.
Snowpants and a pair of winter boots are necessities when the snow arrives, and extra socks kept
in your child’s shoe bag are also a good idea. We do not have extra clothing in the office, so
please make sure your child has everything they will need.
Please be sure to LABEL your child’s winter clothing, including their boots, so that we can return
items to your child if they become lost.

NTCS Calendar 2021-2022 (major dates)
November 24/25
November 26
Dec. 20-Jan. 2, 2022
February 18
February 21
March 11-21
April 15-18
May 20
May 23
June 13-23
June 24

Parent Teacher Interviews
PD day – No school
Christmas Break – No school
PD day—No school
Family Day
March Break
Good Friday/Easter Monday
PD Day
Victoria Day
Exams (gr. 7-12)
Last day of school

Newsletter
The next newsletter will be sent via email on December 1, 2021. Please let the office know if your
email address changes.
The newsletter and other information can be found on our website at www.ntcs.on.ca. As well,
student homework, assignments and test dates can be accessed in your child’s Google classroom
or by reading the weekly parent/guardian summaries upon accepting the invite.

