North Toronto Christian School

FEBRUARY 2021 NEWSLETTER
Thank you!
Thank you for your generous outpouring of support as we moved into this second period of online learning. Your words of
encouragement have been very meaningful to the staff. We have made significant changes to the amount of synchronous
learning time, as well as changes to the daily and weekly class schedules with the goal of making it easier for students to
manage their time. Teachers are reporting that students are being very diligent in both attendance and their work. We are
happy to be keeping pace with our curriculum delivery, even though we are online until Wednesday, February 10 th. The
participation and cooperation of parents at home has been very important and helpful.
The Government of Ontario has made changes to the safety measures required by students once they return to in-person
learning on February 10th. The most notable change is that masks are now required to be worn by all students in Grades
1-3 and not just the older students. Please make sure that your child is wearing a mask when they arrive at school and
that they have extra masks packed with them. Students will also be required to wear masks while outside as per the new
guidelines.

PD Day/Family Day
The PD (professional development) day scheduled for February 12 th will be cancelled and it will be a normal school
day. We are hoping to be back to in-person learning by then, with the return to school date currently set for Wednesday,
February 10th. This does not change the statutory Family Day holiday on Monday, February 15 th, when NTCS will be
closed.

Donations – NTCS
Thank you to all parents and guardians who generously made cash donations to the school over the recent Christmas
season. It is encouraging to see the ongoing support of those of you able to make additional financial contributions to the
work of the school, beyond what we ask in tuition and other fees. Income tax receipts for 2020 donations, tuition, and extended care were recently mailed to all school families. Please be sure to check your mailbox for these documents.

Report Cards (Grades 7-12)
Report cards will be emailed to junior high and high school families on Friday, February 5 th. The report covers the First
Term evaluation period from September 8th to January 22nd. If you have any questions or concerns about the report card,
please do not hesitate to contact the teacher through email.
Elementary (JK-Grade 6) Term 2 report cards will be distributed on Thursday, March 11 th, 2021.

Do you know of family and friends who may be interested in sending their children to NTCS in September of 2021? Unfortunately, we will not be able to host our traditional February Open House as
we have in the past, however, we have been connecting with individuals and families who are looking for a Christian education for their children. This year, it may be even more important for us to
spread the word about NTCS through our personal networks of people. Please feel free to direct
those you know to our school website, or they can contact the school office by phone or email.
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Staff Changes
Mrs. Corbett has gone on maternity leave as of Friday, January 22 nd, and her teaching portfolio has been taken over by Mr. H.
Galvez. We want to wish Mrs. Corbett, her husband Sean, and Baby Corbett God’s richest blessings!
Mrs. Babler is also taking some time of leave, as of Friday, January 22 nd, to deal with some ongoing health concerns. Her classes
have been assigned to current staff members for our period of online learning. We will update students and parents as soon as a new
teacher is hired to step into her role once we resume in-person learning.
As previously mentioned in our NTCS News #4—December 16th, we have welcomed two new staff members.
Ms. Jonelle Whyte began her role as classroom teacher in Grade 6 online, when we returned from the Christmas break. Ms. Whyte
is an experienced teacher with her Master’s in Child Studies and Education from OISE at the University of Toronto. She has been a
Long Term Occasional Teacher with the TDSB since 2018, and we are very excited to have her join the NTCS staff.
Mr. Humberto Galvez has recently taken over Mrs. Corbett’s teaching portfolio in Grades 7, 10, and 12. Mr. Galvez comes to us
from Colombia, South America. After earning his university degree in English and ESL from the University of Tolima, Mr. Galvez has
more than 9 years of teaching experience as Head of the English department, Head of the Cultural Immersion Program and an English teacher at San Bonifacio De Las Lanzas School in Ibague, Colombia.
We are grateful to the Lord for leading these individuals to NTCS and for their willingness to take on the extra challenge of beginning
their time with us in our online classrooms. We know you will enjoy getting to know them better when we are finally back in our
school building.

Looking toward 2021-2022
The tuition rates for the coming school year will be confirmed at the next Board of Directors meeting to be held shortly. The rates will
be published in the March newsletter.

Registration 2021-2022
If you have younger children ready for school next year, please register them soon as we are accepting applicants for the coming
school year now. Application forms can be found on our website under “Downloads”.

From the Guidance Office…
Term 1 report cards for Grade 7-12 students will be sent to families by email on February 5th. The deadline for Grade 11 and 12
students to drop a course and it NOT appear on their transcript is Thursday, February 11 th. Drop course forms can be requested from
Mr. Brown at cbrown@ntcs.on.ca and must be returned and approved before a student can stop attending the class. Please note that
a student must take a minimum of 6 courses in Grade 11 and 5 courses in Grade 12 to continue their studies at NTCS.
Keep checking your OUAC, OCAS and specific university or college student accounts to stay informed about any outstanding
requirements or notices of acceptance.
Congratulations to our students who have already received acceptance letters for the programs to which they applied based on their
academic achievement in Grade 11! I trust that we will continue to be made aware of more great news as the universities and
colleges process the remaining applications in the coming months.
Mr. Brown, Head of Guidance
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High School Course Selections—2021/2022
We will be distributing course selection sheets once we are able to return to in-person learning. On those sheets, you will notice the
addition of some new elective courses. We want to determine student interest in these courses before we decide to officially offer
them. We are considering Gr. 11/12 French (online through Nimbus), Gr. 12 Society Challenge and Change, Gr.12 Law, Gr. 11 Society, Anthropology and Psychology, as well as Grade 11/12 Drama. You can find the course descriptions for these courses at the following link: http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/secondary/grades.html and search for the title of the course.

YEARBOOK PHOTOS of ONLINE LEARNING WELCOME!!
The NTCS yearbook staff continues to work remotely on producing a yearbook for the 2020-2021 school year! Like last year, it will
include pictures of students participating in online learning. The journalism team would be happy to receive images of students at
home working diligently on their schoolwork that you would like to share for possible inclusion.
High quality jpeg photos can be submitted by email attachment to acrouse@ntcs.on.ca. Please identify the student(s) and their grade
(s) and briefly explain what activity Is being done. We are so thankful that we can keep in touch with our school families as we create
our yearbook electronically.
Mrs. Crouse and the 2020 Yearbook Team

Winter Weather Policy
The winter months are still with us, as is the potential for more snow and extreme cold, slippery roads, and greater traffic congestion.
Very wintry days often result in many students arriving late. Please remember to take the weather into consideration when dropping
off your child(ren) in the morning and/or picking them up in the evening. Leaving earlier from home in the morning or from work, if
possible, in the evening is helpful to avoid unnecessary traffic problems and to avoid late pick-up charges if your child(ren) are in extended care. Also, it is essential to have a back-up plan in place in the event that it is impossible for you to pick up your child(ren) on
any given day due to major winter delays.
Our school policy is to remain open on all school days no matter what the weather (unless, of course, the whole city is closed down).
However, you must decide for your own family whether it is safe and whether it makes sense to send or take your child(ren) to school
on any specific day. On very bad weather days, when many schools within the city limits are closed, attendance will not be taken so
students will not be penalized for an absence.

Elementary Cold Weather Policy
Our primary concern is always for the safety of our students. We will only take the children outside when it is safe
to do so. The guidelines established are that when the combined temperature and wind chill are -28C or lower, the
students will remain indoors due to the risk of frostbite. When temperatures with the wind chill factor are between 20C and -28C, we will shorten recesses to approximately 10 minutes depending on the local conditions, such as if it
is sunny, windy, or currently snowing. The teachers on yard duty have also been instructed to use their discretion and to shorten recess to ensure student safety and welfare when necessary. At temperatures above -20C, students will go out for regular recess.
It is important that parents send their child(ren) with clothing that allows them to participate in outdoor activities every day during the
winter months. Please note that students will be playing outside during extended care and before and after school, so it is essential
that extra clothing be packed, especially items like mitts, socks, and pants. On extremely cold days, students in extended care will
wait in the track area until they are picked up.
If you feel your child is not well enough to participate in recess due to recent illness or not feeling well, then it would be wise to keep
them at home until they are able to participate fully in all aspects of the school program. Proper supervision of the children becomes
difficult when students are not able to go outside.
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Canadian Mathematics Contests and News
In November, a group of keen mathematicians wrote the Canadian Senior Mathematics Contest
which is sponsored by the University of Waterloo. This is a challenging contest written by students
all across the province and beyond. We are proud of the success of NTCS students and are happy
to see them eager to participate in competitive mathematics at this level. Congratulations go to
these grade 12 students who earned the highest scores in the school. Nathan Kim, Daniel Dai and
Russell Mo.
Students will have other opportunities to participate in contests this month and in April. Many students from Grades 9-11 will be writing the Pascal, Cayley, and Fermat Math Contests on February 23 rd. If we have not yet returned to in-person learning, these will be
done entirely online in a new platform developed by the University of Waterloo specifically for these contests. (Link: https://
cemc.uwaterloo.ca/contests/pcf.html)
The University of Waterloo’s 75 minute long, full solution required problem-solving contest (Fryer/Galois/Hypatia) is always eagerly
anticipated in April by many of our mathematics students.
To help students prepare for these contests, we work on the Problem-of-the-Week, which is being posted in Google Classrooms for
the grade 11 and 12 students every Thursday. Enthusiastic mathematicians should speak with their math teachers if they want more
information.
During these days of online instruction, many of our mathematics classes are making extensive use of the courseware platform of
interactive math lessons to supplement our learning. These lessons are provided free of charge by the Centre for Education in
Mathematics and Computing (CEMC) at the University of Waterloo.
Link: https://cemc.uwaterloo.ca/resources/courseware/grade-9-10-11.html)

MathType
We are pleased to tell you that our school has recently invested in a program called MathType for our teachers and students in
grades 7 - 12, which will enable them to include math notation in electronic documents. This can be a real challenge when nonstandard characters and multi-step solutions are required. It should be a valuable tool both for teachers to prepare lessons and for
students to submit their work in digital format - an increasingly important skill in any setting, but magnified by our current learning environment. Teachers in these grades will post further information in their Google Classrooms to help students install and use
MathType in either Microsoft Office or Google Docs.
NTCS Math Department

Computer Science Competitions and News
Computer science students from grades 10-12 will be competing in the Canadian Computing Competition on February 17 th. In this
gruelling 3-hour contest, students will solve very complex problems by submitting code to an online grading system which gives
nearly instant feedback on the success of their programs (Link: https://cemc.uwaterloo.ca/contests/computing.html). Our students are
looking forward to this opportunity to test their computing skills.
Our grade 12 computer science class has also been preparing for an online cybersecurity competition to be
held in March (Link: https://dmz.ryerson.ca/canhack). They have also been virtually attending several University-level lectures on topics such as Artificial Intelligence, Cryptography, Neural Networks, and Catching
Online Pirates!
Students in grades 5-10 were also pleased to participate in the Beaver Computing Challenge. See the results on the next page!
Mr. Vant Erve
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2020 Beaver Computing Challenge
In early November, 150 NTCS students from grades 5-10 participated in the Beaver Computing Challenge, created and administered
by the University of Waterloo's Centre for Education in Mathematics and Computing (CEMC). It is a brightly coloured, visuallyoriented, 45-minute online multiple choice contest designed to introduce students to the kinds of problems often tackled by computer
scientists and to gauge interest and ability in this exciting and high-demand discipline. The top scoring students at each level of the
contest as recognized in the official results report were:

Contest Level

Grades 5 & 6
Maximum Score: 60
Average Score: 51

Grades 7 & 8
Maximum Score: 90
Average Score: 66

Name

Score

Naomi

Kang

6

60

Charis

Kwok

6

60

Natalie

Lau

6

60

Liam

Lu

6

60

Claire

Raj

5

60

Adam

Valani

5

60

Christopher

Wallis

6

60

Emily

Wan

5

60

Jean-Ethan

Yang

5

60

George

Zhou

6

60

Kai

Zou

5

60

Michelle

Lai

8A

90

Hannah

Xu

8B

88

Eliana

Co

7A

86

Grace

Wan

7B

86

Joanna

Ford

8B

82

Kaounis

8B

82

Alina

Chen

8A

80

Emma

Esho

8A

80

Sally

Kim

10

78

Benjamin

Yao

10

78

Eunice

Deng

9A

74

Jonathan

Ford

9B

74

Lu

9B

74

Natalie

Pak

10

74

Elissa

Chee

10

72

Kelly

Hsu

9A

72

Kwan

10

72

Nikolas

Grades 9 & 10
Maximum Score: 90
Average Score: 60

Grade

Alan

Brayden

Mr. Vant Erve hopes to see students who enjoyed this experience (maybe even if they didn't achieve an excellent score) taking his
computer science classes sometime soon. If any just can't wait for computer science class, the Code.org website should satisfy (or
maybe intensify) their cravings!
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NTCS

DECA Business Club News

255 Yorkland Blvd.
Toronto, ON
M2J 1S3
416 491 7667
www.ntcs.on.ca

DECA must go on! Despite the circumstances, the DECA Business Club was able to participate in
the regional DECA competition on November 21st and 22nd. The team, led by four student executives (Gelila Samuel, Olivia Sit, Alisha Hasan, and Joy Lee), consisted of nine returning members
who competed in various business case study events, ranging from marketing to management to
business ethics. Since this year’s competition had to be done all online, the nine students had diligently prepared themselves to adapt to the new platform. As a result, six students have now qualified for the upcoming provincial competition later in the month of February. The DECA Business
Club is proud of what all of the members have achieved thus far and look forward to supporting their
further success at the provincial competition.

Mrs. Nicole Brouwer
Principal
nbrouwer@ntcs.ca

DECA team members include: Elissa Chee, Joseph Gibson, Alisha Hasan, Alyssa Lee, Carolyn
Lee, Joy Lee, Nina Lei, Gelila Samuel, and Olivia Sit.
Mr. M. Kim

Mlle Lyne Gagné
Vice Principal
lgagne@ntcs.on.ca
Mr. Gordon Cooke
Administrator/Treasurer
gcooke@ntcs.on.ca

Online Learning—Art Class!
The artwork below was completed at home by some of our JK and SK students—Eric Song, Melody Weng, and Anna Valani!

It is the purpose of
NTCS to provide a
sound academic
education integrated with a
Christian view of
God and the world.

NTCS Calendar 2020-2021 (major dates)
“Dear friends, let us
love one another, for
love comes from God.”
1 John 4:7a

Feb
Feb
March
April

12
15
12-22
02-05

May
May
June
June

21
24
14-24
25

Normal School Day
Family Day (no school)
March Break
Good Friday/Easter Monday
(no school)
PD Day
Victoria Day
Exams (gr. 7-12)
Last day of school

Newsletter
The next newsletter will be sent via email on March 1, 2021.
Be sure to keep up-to-date by reading the monthly newsletter and the emails that come to you from
the school. If your email has changed or you are not receiving the newsletter and other correspondence, please call the school office.

