North Toronto Christian School

DECEMBER 2021 NEWSLETTER
The NTCS Board of Directors, Administration and Faculty thank all parents and guardians for your wonderful
support throughout the past year. We wish all of you a
very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!!

CHRISTMAS IS COMING TO NTCS!
This Christmas, the JK—Gr. 6 class Christmas presentations are being recorded on December 13th. They will then be
combined to create a single video that will include all class presentations and be posted on your child’s Google classroom
the following week for you to enjoy with your family.
We trust that you will celebrate this exciting time of year with us as you watch the presentations and reflect on the Christmas message of Jesus’ birth.

COATS & NOTES
From December 6th to December 10th, SaLT will be initiating a school-wide Coat Drive, accepting new or gently used coats
and jackets for The Scott Mission. The Scott Mission is a Christian organization here in Toronto offering support for the
homeless, low-income families, and struggling youth. Coats and jackets are among the items in greatest demand right now,
and the need has increased due in part to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. Coats of all sizes and for all seasons are
being accepted. Please consider donating your outgrown or unused coats for this urgent need in our community during the
cold months ahead. Spread the word to family and friends who may be able to contribute to this cause. Coats and jackets
can be brought to the collection bags located in each homeroom starting on Monday, December 6th.
Alongside our Coat Drive, the SaLT team will also be hosting a festive note-writing gathering after school on Wednesday,
December 8th from 3:40 - 4:30 pm. Students in grades 7-12 can sign up on the bulletin board outside of the office to participate in this event. Space is limited. We will be writing cards to the recipients of the coat drive collection as well as others
who are served by The Scott Mission ministry. Elementary classes will also have an opportunity to participate in this initiative within their classes.
May the love of Christ compel our hearts to be generous and compassionate during this Advent season!

Thank You For Coming To Parent/Teacher Interviews!
Thank you to parents and guardians who attended the recent parent/teacher interviews through Google Meets. We want to
ensure the very best success for each of your children and are grateful for opportunities to have direct contact with you. If
at any time during the school year you require further information or clarification, please do not hesitate to contact your
child’s teacher through the school office or by email.
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Elementary Cold Weather Policy
Our primary concern is always for the safety of our students. We will only take the children outside when it is safe to do so. The
guidelines established are that when the combined temperature and wind chill are -28C or lower, the students will remain indoors due
to the risk of frostbite. When temperatures with the wind chill factor are between -20C and -28C, we will shorten recesses to approximately 10 minutes depending on the local conditions, such as if it is sunny, windy, or currently snowing. The teachers on yard duty
have also been instructed to use their discretion and to shorten recess to ensure student safety and welfare when necessary. At temperatures above -20C, students will go out for regular recess.
It is important that parents send their children with clothing that allows them to participate in outdoor activities every day during the
winter months. Extra socks and mitts in your child’s bag are also a good idea. Please note that if you feel your child is not well
enough to participate in recess due to recent illness or not feeling well, then it would be wise to keep them at home until they are able
to participate fully in all aspects of the school program. Proper supervision of the children becomes difficult when students are not
able to go outside. Please label all winter clothing.
Please note that on especially cold days when the students are inside after school, students should be picked up at the north side
track doors.

Winter Weather Policy
Snow, cold, slippery roads and the traffic congestion they cause will be with us soon. Our school policy is to
remain open on all school days no matter what the weather (unless, of course, the whole city is closed down).
However, you must decide for your own family whether it is safe and whether it makes sense to send or take
your child(ren) to school on any specific day. On very bad weather days when many schools within the city
limits are closed, attendance will not be taken so students will not be penalized for an absence.
It is important, however, that parents take the weather into consideration when dropping off their children in the morning and/or picking them up in the evening. Leaving earlier from home in the morning or from work, if possible, in the evening might be helpful to
avoid unnecessary traffic problems and to avoid late pick-up charges. Also, it is a good idea to have a back-up plan in place with a
friend, a family member, or another school parent in the event that it is impossible for you to pick up your child on any given day due
to major winter delays.

Travel and Absences during vacation times…
Families who choose to have their children take extended holiday time should be aware of several matters. First, for attendance purposes, please let the office know in writing (email to office@ntcs.on.ca) if your child(ren) will be away for an extended time, beyond
the designated holidays. Secondly, students who take extended holiday time are considered absent and will be recorded as
such. This could have an impact on high school students who jeopardize their credit in any course if they miss more than 20 classes
in the school year.
Also, it is not practical for teachers to supplement and plan out individual programs for those on vacation. Although there may be
some consideration, it will be on a very limited basis. Students will need to use their Google classroom(s) and be in communication
with classmates, to stay up-to-date with their studies. It is the responsibility of the student to submit assigned work in advance of their
departure and to “catch up” on work missed during their absence.
Finally, if any family plans to travel outside of the country during the Christmas break, or at any time, it is essential to follow the requirements of Toronto Public Health and the federal government.
These include:

Not attending school for the 14 days following a return from international travel for individuals advised to quarantine or not
attend school upon their return.

While unvaccinated children under the age of 12 who travel internationally with a fully vaccinated companion are exempt
from federal quarantine; they are not permitted to attend school for 14 days following their return.

Individuals who are fully vaccinated are exempt from federal quarantine and may continue to attend school.

Individuals with any other federal quarantine exemptions (e.g., travelling for cross-border custody arrangements; travelling
for medical treatment) may also continue to attend school.
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Attestation—Back to School Confirmation Form
In order to comply with Toronto Public Health regulations, students who miss more than two days of school because of illness are required to complete and return to the school the “Back to School Confirmation Form”, in
order to attest that they are well enough to be in class.
This form can be found under “Downloads” on our school website and emailed to nbrouwer@ntcs.on.ca or
brought with the student on the day of their return. It needs to be submitted to the office before attending class.
Thank you for your cooperation as we work to keep our students and staff healthy.

Donations
It has been our custom each year to give you an opportunity to make an additional financial contribution to support the programs and
facilities of North Toronto Christian School.
As a non-profit, charitable organization, NTCS is able to issue a tax-deductible receipt to you for the full amount of any donation.
However, we realize that these current times are causing many families financial difficulties and, as a result, we will not be sending
out a donation letter and donation card this year. If you would still like to make a donation at this time, however, you may do so. Donations can be submitted by cheque, mailed to the school, or sent by e-transfer to admin@ntcs.on.ca. If you choose to send an etransfer, please be sure to put the name and address you want to appear on the donation receipt in the message box. Also, an online
donation may also be made by credit card from the ’donate’ tab at the upper right side of our website homepage www.ntcs.on.ca. We
would be appreciative of anything you would feel led to contribute.
We thank you for your ongoing support of the NTCS program through your involvement in school activities, your encouragement of
the teaching staff and your support of your child in their daily school life. Please continue to pray for the health and safety of the students, staff, administration, and the Board of Directors as we continue to work together to build a strong and positive school community.

From the Guidance Office…..for Grade 12 students
As students work on their applications to university and college, please keep the following in mind:
An application is not processed until payment is made. No information is sent to the institution that a student applies to until OCAS
and/or OUAC is paid. There are several payment options, but the easiest one is the online option.
Information in an application can be changed at any time, even after payment and submission. Changes to name, address and program selections can be done by the student. Changes in course information will need to be brought to the guidance office for processing.
Once universities and colleges have received an application, they will generally send the student an email asking them to create an
account—this is an important step. They will use the account to communicate with the student about supplemental applications and
special deadlines.
Please be mindful of deadlines for your child’s specific program and scholarships. If your child has not heard from a school about
specifics and they were expecting to, then a quick email or phone call can make a big difference.
If your child is applying to schools outside Ontario, there may be different deadlines, so please be aware of this and plan accordingly. They may need to submit transcripts. Please allow at least two school days for the school office to generate these and have
them signed.
If your child has not attended an English speaking school for all four years of high school, they may be required to provide proof of
English language proficiency. This is their responsibility. Please make sure they understand the directions for submitting these documents.
If you have any questions, please come by my office, and I will do my best to assist.
Mr. C. Brown, Head of Guidance
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The New MCU (Monthly Chapel Update)
Primary Praise
Primarily Praise! We’ve been using our voices and our bodies to praise the Lord together in the track area on Friday mornings. The
grade 3 class prepared a beautiful sign-language video of “O Canada” for our Remembrance Day service. Mrs. Chambers gave a
lesson on Proverbs 20:11, reminding us of the importance of our actions, and Mrs. Etinger shared about Jesus’ consistent loving attitude towards children from Matthew 19:14. Mr. Vant Erve, with some stories of Jesus showing His power over the wind, the waves,
and the fish in the sea, continued to help us “dive” into a little more understanding of who Jesus is and what it means to follow Him.
Junior Mini-Chapel
There has been a whole lot of singing and moving going on in the extended care room on Friday mornings! For our virtual, schoolwide Remembrance Day service, several grade 4 students read their “Poppy” stories, and the grade 6 class contributed a moving
video recitation of “In Flanders Fields”. Mr. Vant Erve used the story of Jesus calming the storm to remind us that He can also calm
the storms in our lives – one of the blessings of choosing to follow Him. Mrs. Brouwer and Ms. Whyte helped us to understand and
learn important lessons about the journey of being a disciple of Jesus from our study of The Pilgrim’s Progress video series.
Intermediate & Senior Chapel
The Junior and Senior Worship bands have continued to lead our times of praise with skill. We appreciate the time and effort they put
in each week in preparation to serve the staff and students in this way. Joined by the elementary grades for a whole-school Google
Meet, we were led by Mrs. Brouwer through a very meaningful time of reflection on Remembrance Day. The drama class’ emotive
contributions to the service, and the time it took to prepare these, were greatly appreciated. Andrew Snider led us through a reflective meditation on our theme verse for the year, and brought out “the greatest commandment” as the key to being a disciple of Jesus
and experiencing the freedom He promises to those who are. Anne Kennedy (Mr. V’s sister!) reminded us i) to remember that God
loves us, just because we’re His creation, ii) that He has given each of us a purpose – again through the “greatest commandment” –
no matter what stage of life we’re in, iii) that attitude is a more important measure of future success than performance, and iv) that we
each have the ability to change the way things happen.
Mr. D. Vant Erve

Uniform Items
Please take some time over the winter break to inspect your child’s uniform ensuring that each item is in “good repair”, in keeping with
our uniform policy. Many clothing items become stained, torn, and discoloured over time. Please also check that uniform items fit
properly so that shirts can remain tucked in and kilts hang to the knee. It would also be a good time to ensure that all school uniform
items are LABELLED clearly with your child’s name, including gym uniform items. Many items are currently unclaimed because they
are not labelled. Snowsuits, boots, toques, scarves, mitts, jackets, water bottles, lunch pails, backpacks, and school textbooks should
also be labelled as they are often misplaced by students.

Guest Student Teachers at NTCS
Tim Zhang, an NTCS graduate who is studying at Victoria College, University of Toronto, returned this fall to complete an internship
for his Education program. Tim plans to pursue a career as a mathematics and art teacher and was back at NTCS for a placement in
the math department. He worked with the grade 12s alongside Ms. Brooks and with the grades 9 and 10 with Mme. Chee. Tim was
an eager and talented math student while he attended NTCS, and it was great to see him back in the math class in the role of the
teacher. Tim had an opportunity to develop his skills in teaching and assessing, as well as become involved in other activities around
the school. He even experienced some lunch time supervision! We wish Tim every continued success and will be excited to hear
about his further progress as a teacher.
Vannesa Acosta, a student from Tyndale University, just completed her six weeks teaching placement in the grade five classroom.
Vannesa plans to become an elementary school teacher and chose NTCS to complete her final internship. She worked with the grade
fives alongside Ms. Yeung, teaching all the core fifth-grade subjects. Vannesa's caring and kind nature was clear from the very first
day. She quickly developed a strong rapport with the students through her empathetic, energetic, and respectful approach to teaching. During her time here at NTCS, Vannesa worked on developing her teaching and assessing skills. In her words, “One of the biggest lessons I learned is that making mistakes is okay! Being good at something doesn’t happen in one day. We need to keep working at it.” This is a growth mindset that we should all have as teachers and students! We wish Vannesa the best as she continues her
career as a teacher!
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2021 Beaver Computing Challenge
In the weeks between November 8th and 19th, NTCS students from grades 5 through 10 participated in the Beaver Computing Challenge, created and administered by the University of Waterloo's Centre for Education in Mathematics and Computing (CEMC). It is a
brightly coloured, very visual, 45-minute online multiple choice contest designed to introduce students to the kinds of problems often
tackled by computer scientists and to gauge interest and aptitude in this exciting and high-demand discipline. The challenge went off
without a hitch, and we had many excellent results.
The top few NTCS students at each level of the contest, as recognized in the official results report were:

Contest Level

Grades 5 & 6
Maximum Score: 60
Average Score: 33

Grades 7 & 8
Maximum Score: 90
Average Score: 57

Grades 9 & 10
Maximum Score: 90
Average Score: 62

Name

Grade

Score

Kai Zou

6

60

Emily Wan

6

56

Michael Sawires

5

56

Audrey Zhou

5

52

Aksha Joel

5

52

Grace Wan

8

88

Shannon Goligher

8

88

Isaac Wu

8

86

James Wong

8

86

Ivan Chan

8

86

Priscilla Wang

8

84

Nikolas Kaounis

9

90

Alan Lu

10

86

Jonathan Ford

10

82

Charlotte Peng

9

80

WOW

First time
in NTCS
history!!

Mr. V. hopes to see students who enjoyed this experience (maybe even if they didn't achieve an excellent score) taking his computer
science classes some time soon. If any just can't wait for computer science class, the Code.org website should satisfy (or maybe
intensify) their cravings!
Mr. Vant Erve
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NTCS FLAMES—Cross-Country
NTCS Cross-Country In-House Results
The NTCS tradition of being a strong school of runners continues. The Lord provided many warm days this fall for several grades to
confront the cross-country challenge and run the distance. Results are as follows:

Grade 4

Girls

1.5 Km
10:45
11:28

1st
2nd

1.5 Km
7:47
8:14
8:27
8:33
8:47

1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th

2.0 Km
11:00
11:19
11:23
12:46
13:27

1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th

Boys
2.0 Km
Brian Song
10:23
Luke Yeo
10:26
Baarmaan Ghiasi Esfahani 10:41
Michael Sawires
11:00
Ian Goligher
11:02

1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th

Girls
Toni Viterbo
Jenny Hyun
Isabella De Sousa
Joelle Leung
Mercia Hui

1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th

Abigail Valani
Lael Kim
Grade 4

Boys
Theodore Nassar
Andy Deng
Adrian Yip
Avin Lai
Curtis Leung

Grade 5

Girls
Audrey Zhou
Cathryn Kwok
Audrey Rofaiel
Emma Kim
Aksha Joel

Grade 5

Grade 6

2.0 Km
10:49
11:31
11:34
11:37
12:25

Grade 6

Boys

2.0 Km
10:20
10:45
11:48
12:04
12:16

1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th

Girls
Naomi Kang
Ella Watson

2.5 Km
13:19
13:40

1st
2nd

Boys
Mide Akinnawo
Tommy Ong-Walters

2.5 Km
11:52
13:43

1st
2nd

Girls
Doris Chen
Emily Song
Yutong Zou
Priscilla Wang

2.5 Km
12:27
13:38
13:05
15:02

1st
2nd
3rd
4th

Boys
Isaac Wu
Kiman Ghiasi Esfahani
Isaac Hui

2.5 Km
12:37
13:00
14:43

1st
2nd
3rd

Terrell Lam
Caleb Wang
Adam Valani
Garrick Wong
Lucas Li Yuan
Grade 7

Grade 7

Grade 8

Grade 8

SKATING—SK to Grade 6
We are hoping to resume our skating sessions once again at Pleasantview arena this winter. Presently, we are
unable to confirm whether or not this will be possible or what restrictions might be in place. If your child has a
pair of skates that fit them properly, a CSA approved helmet (which is a requirement of all Toronto arenas),
warm mitts or gloves, winter boots, and a snowsuit, they will be well prepared to enjoy participating in this winter
sport with their classmates when the time comes.
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NTCS

OPEN HOUSE—February 15, 2022
Do you know of family and friends who may be interested in sending
their children to NTCS in September of 2022? We have already conducted many tours for families who have seen our website or heard
about us from a school family or someone at their church.

255 Yorkland Blvd
Toronto, ON
M2J 1S3
416 491 7667
www.ntcs.on.ca

Often, families begin to prepare in the New Year for next September,
and we are currently contemplating what form our annual Open
House, usually held in February, will take this year. In the meantime,
we appreciate your efforts sharing your NTCS school experience with
friends and colleagues.

Mrs. Nicole Brouwer
Principal
nbrouwer@ntcs.ca

Thank you for the part so many of you play in promoting NTCS!

Mr. David Vant Erve
Vice Principal
dvanterve@ntcs.on.ca
Mr. Gordon Cooke
Administrator/Treasurer
gcooke@ntcs.on.ca

It is the purpose of
NTCS to provide a
sound academic
education integrated with a
Christian view of
God and the world.

NTCS Calendar 2021-2022 (major dates)
Dec. 20-Jan. 2, 2022

Christmas Break – No school

February 18

PD day—No school

February 21

Family Day

March 11-21

March Break

April 15-18

Good Friday/Easter Monday

May 20

PD Day

May 23

Victoria Day

June 13-23

Exams (gr. 7-12)

June 24

Last day of school

Newsletter
The next newsletter will be sent via email on February 1, 2022.

‘Today in the town of
David a Saviour has
been born to you; he
is Christ the Lord.’

The newsletter and other information can be found on our website at www.ntcs.on.ca.

Luke 2:11 (NIV)

Classes will resume on Monday, January 3rd, 2022!

